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Like tree-spirits in general, Attis was apparently thought Attis as a
to wield power over the fruits of the earth or even to be com-sod
identical with the corn. One of his epithets was "very
fruitful" : he was addressed as the " reaped green (or yellow)
ear of corn" ; and the story of his sufferings, death, and
resurrection was interpreted as the ripe grain wounded by
the reaper, buried in the granary, and coining to life again
when it is sown in the ground.1 A statue of him in the
Lateran Museum at Rome clearly indicates his relation to
the fruits of the earth, and particularly to the corn; for it
represents him with a bunch of ears of corn and fruit in his
hand, and a wreath of pine-cones, pomegranates, and other
fruits on his head, while from the top of his Phrygian cap
ears of corn are sprouting.2 On a stone urn, which con-
tained the ashes of an Archigallus or high-priest of Attis,
the same idea is expressed in a slightly different way. The
top of the urn is adorned with ears of corn carved in relief,
and it is surmounted by the figure of a cock, whose tail
consists of ears of corn.3 Cybele in like manner was con-
ceived as a goddess of fertility who could make or mar the
fruits of the earth ; for the people of Augustodunum (Autun)
in Gaul used to cart her image about in a wagon for the
good of the fields and vineyards, while they danced and
sang before it/ and we have seen that in Italy an unusually
1 Hippolytus,    Rcfutatio    omnium    is published by H.  Dessau (Inscrip*
kaeresium, v. 8 and 9, pp. 162,  168     tiones  Latinae   Sekctae,   No,   4162),
ed.  Duncker and Schneidewin ;  Fir-     who does not notice the curious and
micus Maternus, De errors profanarum     interesting composition  of the cock's
rcligionum^ 3 ; Sallustius philosophus,     tail.    The bird is chosen as an emblem
" De diis et mundo," Fragmenta Philo-     of the priest with a punning reference to
sophorum   Graecarum,  ed.   F.  G.   A.     the word gallus> which in Latin means
Mullach,   iii.   33.     Others   identified    a cock as well as a priest of Attis.
him   with  the   spring   flowers.      See         * Gregory    of   Tours,   De   gloria
Eusebius,  Praeparatio  EvangelU^ iii.     confessorum,  77   (Migne's Pairokgia
II. 8 and  12, iii.   13.  10 ed. F. A.     Latina,   IxxL   884).    That the god-
Heinichen (Leipsic, 1842-1843); Au-     dess   here   referred   to   was   Cyhele
gustine, De cvvitate Dei, vii. 25.              and  not a native Gallic deity, as I
8 W.    Helbig,   Filhrer   durch   die    formerly thought (Lectures on tbt Marfy
offentlichen    Sammlungen    klassischcr    History   of the   Kingship,  p.^ 178),
AUcrtumcr in Rom2 (Leipsic, 1899),     seems   proved   by  the  "Passion   of
i 481, No. 721.                                      St. Symphorian,"chs. 2and6(Mignei
8 The urn is in the Lateran Museum     Patrologia Graeca, v. 1463^ 1466).
at Rome (No. 1046). It is not de-     Gregory and the author of the "Pas-
scribed by W. Helbig in his Fuhrer?    sion of St. Symphorian" call the
The inscription on the urn (M. Modius    goddess simply Berecynthia, the latter
Maxximusarehigalluscoloniae Ostiens)     writer adding "the Mother of the